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* And now, 
Through all restraint broke loose, he wings his way 
Directly tow'rds the new created world. 
And man there placed ; with purpose to essay 
If him by force he can destroy, or worse. 
By some false guile pervert ; and shall pervert, 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And easily transgress the sole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience ; so will fall. 
He and his faithless progeny : whose fault ? 
Whose but his own ? Ingrate ! he had of me 
All he could have : I made him just and right, 
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall. ' 

Milton, Paradise Lost, book iii. 



* There is no calling so holy, no place so retired, where 
there are not temptations : and therefore we must be watch- 
ful, especially against the beginning of temptation : because 
then the enemy is easier overcome, when he is not suffered 
to come in at the door of the soul, but is kept out, and re- 
sisted at his first knock.' — Thomas X Kempis, Imit. of Christy 
book I. ch. xiii. 



PREFACE. 



The following pages contain the substance 
of Lectures, delivered by the Author to his 
congregation, in the Lent of the present year. 
Prepared, as they were, without any thought 
of publication, they will probably fall short, 
both in point of fulness and arrangement, 
of what the title given to them might lead a 
reader to expect. But, besides the want of 
leisure for a more complete discussion of the 
subject, the writer felt it would be more in 
keeping with the usual character of Lenten 
Meditations, as well as more in accordance 
with the wishes of those who asked for the 
publication of the present course, to send 
forth the Lectures, with only slight varia- 
tions from the form in which they were 
delivered. 



Whitsuntide, 

June 1878. 
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LECTURE I. 
tKje author o£ tlemptatiom 

'He said unto them, An enemy hath done 

THIS.' — Matt, xiil 28. 

Fitly are our meditations on the creation 
and fall of man followed by the season 
of Lent; a time usually dedicated to 
some aspect of our Lord's temptation in 
the wilderness, and the lessons to be 
conveyed thereby to all who shall be 
tempted with Him. From the day of 
the first transgression, a change passed 
over the face of the whole earth ; over 
the soil and its products, over life and 
its physical conditions, over the thoughts^ 
and desires, and feelings of the children of 
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men. A day had been inaugurated, when, 
on first beholding a world, full of God and 
goodness, full of beauty and light, full of 
peace and blessedne3s, * the morning 
stars sang together and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy.' But that song is 
soon hushed into silence. A few years 
saw that same world full of the habita- 
tions of cruelty. Where once was garden, 
is now barrenness. Where once was 
peace, is now discord. The voice of 
prayer and praise went up no longer 
from those patriarchal homes ; and the 
thoughts of men*s hearts were evil, only 
evil, and that continually. Well might 
the angels wonder, and reason one with 
another, ready to say to Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, * Didst not Thou, when, 
looking upon the world created and 
made, pronounce that " every thing was 
very good ? " From whence, then, hath 
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sprung up this awful upgrowth of wick- 
edness, and misery, and desolation, and 
death ? ' And this only is the brief 
response from the Throne, * An enemy 
hath done this/ 

As supplying matter for a course of 
meditations during this Lent, it is pro- 
posed to take the general subject of 
Temptation, — the author of it; the 
forms of it ; the safeguards against it ; 
the weapons with which the adversary 
may most effectually be foiled ; and the 
support and sympathy on which we are 
permitted to calculate, in order to ensure 
our complete deliverance. 

The first place in such a course is na- 
turally given to the Author of Tempt- 
ation — the personal author, as Scripture 
everywhere supposes. Nothing else 
could be inferred even from the short 
sentence selected for our text. The 
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words occur in the parable of the tares 
of the field. The Divine interpreter is 
asked to explain the mystery of good 
seed, yielding fruit which was not after 
its kind. Where was the fault ? Was 
it in the seed, or in the soil, or in the 
method of the planting, or in what was 
it ? In none of these, answers the 
Great Teacher. Nothing in the seed 
sown, or in any external influences act- 
ing upon its growth, has brought this 
mischief about, It has an active, in- 
telligent author. It is a designed out- 
come of malignity, and spite, and hate : 
' An enemy hath done this.* 

I. Here the first point which calls for 
notice is, that the existence of a per- 
sonal agent, antagonistic to God, is the 
one and only solution Revelation has 
seen fit to give of the great problem 
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of moral evil, — either as to what it is, 
or how it came into the world. And, 
in dealing with this mystery, as in 
dealing with several kindred mysteries, 
it is observable that the method of 
Scripture is that of limiting itself to 
the affirmation of a simple fact. It 
enters into no explanations, but expects 
us to receive the statements announced 
as belonging to the department of re- 
vealed science, and, therefore, not to be 
pursued further in the way of proof, nor 
to be subjected further to the critical 
tests of an imperfect human analysis. 
* An enemy hath done this.' How he 
did it, why he did it, wherefore he was 
allowed to do it, — on these points Reve- 
lation has delivered itself very sparingly. 
Enough, that just as it meets all diffi- 
culties connected with the creation of 
the world, by the simple announcement, 
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' In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth ;* so, in relation to 
the /a// of it, and the ruin of it, and all 
the woe that, by reason thereof has 
come upon it, we are required to con- 
tent ourselves with the explanation, * An 
enemy hath done this/ 

And how much better for us would 
it be if we dzd thus content ourselves ; 
that is, if we did accept the facts of 
revelation as they stand, instead of tor- 
menting ourselves with certain specu- 
lative difficulties which seem to follow 
from them. Thus, a ^ person may be 
ready to object, ' If God be the Creator 
of all things, He must needs be the 
Creator of evil/ This, we may suppose, 
is the most naked form in which the 
difficulty is made to present itself. But 
Scripture affirms, with distinct and 
solemn emphasis, that God is not, and 
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cannot be, the author of evil to any one ; 
that He hates it, and must have hated 
it eternally. What follows ? Why, that 
this alleged inference of human reason 
must be at fault somewhere. Whether 
we are able to explain it or not, there 
must be a sense in which permitting 
evil to exist, is not the same thing as 
causing it to exist. And, at this point, 
the question must be left. . We can get 
no further with it. The real cause of 
our misapprehension would, no doubt, 
be found in the very narrow section of 
the Divine plans which our limited fa- 
culties enable us to take in. We are 
wont to detach the destinies of our par- 
ticular race from the universal destiny — 
the history of a single link, in the great 
chain of time, from that measureless 
duration which has ' neither beginning 
of life nor end of days/ Objects vary 
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in appearance according to the eye that 
looks upon them. How much of the 
magnitude and proportions of the glo- 
rious architecture of St. PauFs Ca- 
thedral, do we suppose, is taken in by 
the fly that settles on its dome ? Not 
much, but a great deal more, relatively, 
than is taken in by an inhabitant of this 
our planet of all the parts that make 
up the universe of God. 

On all subjects of this kind, that 
which we call mystery is only another 
name for limited knowledge. So far 
as our reason is competent to deal 
with such matters, we should all say, 
antecedently, it was more likely God 
should make a responsible being than 
an irresponsible one, — a rational and 
moral agent than a mere thinking and 
breathing machine. Yet, in granting 
so much, we make a necessity for 
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the very mystery we are trying to 
explain ; in other words, a necessity 
for the evil which it is the very test 
of a moral agent's probation to refuse. 
The presence of evil is indispensable, 
if the test of obedience is to be 
found in our readiness to choose the 
good. 

Difficulties of a like or greater kind 
would be found to attend any other 
supposition, till, as the easiest way 
out of them all, we should find our- 
selves shut up to the acceptance of 
the simple fact of revelation ; namely, 
that, out of some unfathomed depths, 
arose an adverse personal power to 
whom permission was given to derange 
the Divine plans for a season, and to 
cover with the tares of wickedness and 
rebellion the fair fields of the creation 
of God. As a matter of fact, we all 
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know sin is in the world — a noxious and 
deadly growth, appearing where God had 
planted nothing but seeds of health, and 
beauty, and goodness, and order. Can this 
be accounted for on any other supposition 
than the intervention of a personal 
agent, — ' An enemy hath done this ? * 

ii. * An enemy,* and therefore, as we 
have argued, a real person, though not 
belonging to any order of creation 
known to our human experience. The 
existence of many orders of beings, 
superior to the human race, is, to say 
the least of it, an antecedent probability. 
All analogies are in its favour. Infinite 
wisdom has displayed itself in the form- 
ation of numberless existences below 
the human intelligence, how unlikely is 
it that there should not be an ascending 
series of creatures, filling up the infinite 
void between us and God, — 
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* Vast chain of being ! which from God began, 
Natures ethereal, human, angel, man, 

^^^ ^^f T^ ^^f ^^f 

* * from Infinite to thee, — 

From thee to nothing.' * 

And yet if there be such intermediate 
existences, it is manifest there is but one 
source from which any information about 
them can be obtained. Philosophy can- 
not help us in the matter. Antecedent 
reasonings cannot help us. These can 
be occupied only in matters which fall 
under the cognizance of the natural 
senses, and therefore, anything lying 
outside the range of these, neither 
reason nor philosophy can tell us any- 
thing about. Whether in the way of 
affirmation or denial, their witness would 
go for nothing. The supposition we 
start out with in regard to Satan, of 
his created superiority — superiority of 
nature, of grade, of intellectual and 

* Pope's Essay on Maiu 
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moral endowments, — takes him and his 
subject principalities entirely out of the 
range of our inquiries. They may be 
wholly spiritual creatures, and we know 
nothing about spirit ; or they may live 
under an economy of laws wholly diffe- 
rent from those which govern our mun- 
dane system, and then we are stopped 
in our speculations again. The attempt 
to set aside the doctrine of Satan as a 
personal existence, under the notion of 
its being unphilosophical, it is observed by 
Robert Hall, is * puerile and unmeaning. 
It is in no other sense unphilosophical, 
except that philosophy has nothing to 
do with it.' The doctrine is one of the 
* secret things which belong to the Lord 
our God,* and therefore if He reveal it 
not, the oracles of human wisdom must 
for ever hold their peace. But God has 
revealed this doctrine, and that in Ian- 
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guage, which, to interpret of anything 
else than personal agency, would be 
doing violence to the plain meaning of 
words, and make the Bible one of the 
most misleading books in the world. 
Our morning s Gospel * would have to 
be relegated to the class of old wives' 
fables, and the whole narrative of that 
wilderness encounter be regarded as a 
baseless myth. 

II. But let us pass on to the main 
point for consideration in the present 
lecture, or the relation in which Satan 
stands as a tempter to ourselves. . 

In dealing with this question, our first 
business is to determine what are the 
practical limits of Satans agency, and 
how are the powers possessed by him 
so overruled or restrained, as to be 

* Preached on the First Sunday in Lent. 
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always kept in subordination to the will 
of God. That his power is very great, 
and his malignity too, Scripture does 
not hide from us : * Be sober, be vigil- 
ant,* says St. Peter, ' for your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about 
seeking whom he may devour.' Here, 
as elsewhere, the supposition is made 
that Satan can move about, invisibly, 
at any time, entirely unfettered by any 
conditions of space or motion, as known 
to us. And the object of his going 
about, we are told, is that he may find 
out those whom he may devour ; that 
is, those whom, from circumstances, tem- 
perament, natural bias of character, or 
momentary want of vigilance, he may per- 
ceive to be most apt for his purposes — 
finding them with desires longing for 
the forbidden object, or with feet only 
waiting for the spreading of the snare. 
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/ 

But here a question will not un- 
naturally arise, * How shall we suppose 
the tempter able to do all this, and 
yet tie him up to the limitations of 
a finite being ? How are we to allow 
that he is a concurring party to all 
acts of deliberate sin, suggesting the 
thought of treachery to Judas, of false- 
hood to Ananias, of sinful pride to 
David, and yet stop short of the in- 
ference that he is possessor of a divine 
attribute ? in fact, that he is both every- 
where present, and has a knowledge of 
every thing that passes in the heart 
man ? 

Now to allow such an inference is 
impossible, — there is no doubt about 
that. But the inference itself is not 
necessary. With regard to the ' ubi- 
quity,' supposed in the inference, there 
is nothing in the Scripture account to 
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necessitate, in the author of temptation, 
more than a wide-spread, but still limited 
influence for evil. Our temptations are 
from * the devil and his angels ; and the 
number of these is so great, that, from 
the cradle to the grave, we can never 
be sure of being beyond the reach of 
their assaults. A number, whose name 
is ' Legion,* we read, could be spared 
to concentrate their combined strength 
on one poor demoniac; must they not 
be * in number numberless,* who, all the 
world over, are engaged in the spiritual 
ruin of mankind ? 

Neither is it at all difficult to conceive 
of a considerable limitation on the powers 
of Satan, whether intellectual or otherwise. 
Between the human and the divine, the 
gradations of created intelligence, it is 
probable, may be all but infinite. And 
it would be quite possible for Satan to 
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possess all the intellectual powers, ne- 
cessary for carrying out his plans of 
invisible temptation, and yet, in any ap- 
preciable sense, be no nearer to the per- 
fections of the Divine nature than we 
are ourselves. In virtue of his superior 
intelligence, we can well suppose him 
possessed of a large and deep insight 
into human character, the preferences 
which attract us most, the habits which 
enslave us most, the sins which beset 
us most. Such an amount of know-^ 
ledge is not more than might be ex-^ 
pected from the operations of a well-^ 
practised angelic intellect — quickened by 
observation, matured by experience, as- 
sisted by communications brought to 
him continually by a host of confede- 
rate spirits, all engaged, under the guid- 
ance of their malignant chief, in the: 
endeavour to lead souls captive at his, 

c 
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will. Yet, in the use of these mighty 
powers, Satan is limited, under control, 
tethered, in his range of mischief, by 
the iron strength of an everlasting 
chain. He knows, while plotting the 
destruction of a soul, that one breath 
of prayer will bring his most subtle 
devices to nought : * Simon, Simon, be- 
hold Satan hath desired to have you, 
thathe may sift you as wheat : but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.' 

And, in this last thought, should be 
our strong confidence. The instance of 
Peter, just referred to, is proof that 
they are not the ungodly and the sinner 
only who are the special objects of 
Satan's assaults. He shoots higher. 
He sets his mark at the saints of God. 
How had his dark dominions rung with 
exultant shouting, if finally, and without 
recovery, he could have made an Apostle 
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fall ? And it is against believers that 
his fiery darts are specially pointed now. 
These he will wound in their dearest 
part — hinder them in their prayers, tor- 
ment them with unbelief, haunt them 
with imaginations and visions of evil 
from which their very soul recoils. 
Often is this witnessed in the conflicts 
of saints at their last hour. There is 
evidently a strife going on with a living, 
actual, palpable presence. We seem 
to be as spectators of the fierce ApoUyon 
encounter — struggle for struggle, and 
thrust for thrust. But in the midst of 
it all, faith keeps * looking unto Jesus,' 
and in that look is the pledge of the 
believer s victory. The eyes of the dis- 
ciple and the Master meet, and all is 
peace. He dies conquering, who dies 
trusting. * This is the victory which 
overcometh the world, even our faith.* 



LECTURE II. 
Sl^etjoti anti iFonnsf of ^nnptation. 

* But every man is tempted when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.' — 
Jam. i. 14. 

Our last lecture turned upon the source 
and origin of temptation ; as referable to 
an active influence external to ourselves ; 
as consisting in the direct action of an in- 
visible spirit upon our spirit; as effected 
by the subtlety and power of Satan 
working upon certain susceptibilities and 
tendencies, existing from the beginning 
in the moral constitution of man. This 
supposition of an active malignant spirit 
about our path is, at least, in accordance 
with a cognate truth of our theology, no 
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commonly called in question. We nothing 
doubt that myriads of spiritual creatures 
move unseen, * both when we sleep and 
when we wake/ If, therefore, there may 
be good angels, there may be bad also. 
And if the good may be helpful to us 
in the ways of holiness, the bad may 
be enticers to us in the ways of sin. 
All that is supposed in either case, in 
regard to these higher orders of intelli- 
gences, is that they have a certain 
amount of knowledge of our moral states 
and circumstances, which, though we may 
not possess with regard to each other, 
there is no reason why they should not 
possess with regard to us. By supposi- 
tion, Satan and his angels are endued 
with energies and gifts of a superhuman 
character, — why, among these high en- 
dowments, may there not be the power 
to find out, in the case of any one of us, 
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by what forms of evil solicitation we may- 
be most easily made to fall ? 

I . * Fall/ yet with our own consent : 
for this is a point brought out very plainly 
in the passage above quoted from St. 
James : ' Every man is tempted when 
he is drawn away of his own lust and 
enticed/ There is a strange tendency in 
us to speak and think of temptation, as if 
it possessed some compelling and over- 
bearing force, enabling its author to lead 
us captive against our will. But this is 
not so. Whatever power temptation has 
over us, it can have only by the concur- 
rence of our own voluntary powers ; by 
some advantage we have given to Satan, 
either through going to meet him of our 
own accord ; or by cherishing in secret the 
fancied pleasures and delights of sin, till 
the lust, having ' conceived, bringeth forth 
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the sin, and the sin when it is finished 
bringeth forth death/ 

This principle must be kept in mind 
very clearly. The worst of temptations, 
so long as they are without our will, are 
no part of us ; and can only be made to 
become part of us by being adopted and 
incorporated into our spiritual nature ; in 
other words, by being made part of the 
wishes, and thoughts, and intents of the 
heart. So long as we refuse to yield, it 
matters little what temptations may assail 
us. There is no guilt contracted in the 
first thought of sin, if it go no further. A 
Christian is no more necessarily defiled 
by having had a suppressed imagination 
of evil pass through his mind, than a 
traveller would be necessarily contami- 
nated because he had passed through a 
city infected with a plague. As Milton 
says, — 
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* Evil into the mind of man 
May come and go so unapproved, and leave 
No spot or blame behind.' 

No : the hurt to the soul consists, not in 
the admission of evil suggestions into the 
mind, but in giving them entertainment, 
and room, and welcome ; the thoughts of 
evil in solitude followed by the mind's 
active and willing consents. Abhorred 
and resisted, the suggestion will do no 
harm, but rather the contrary. The very 
effort to suppress it becomes to us a trial 
of faith, and every fiery dart repelled 
both honours and improves the shield. 
Let no man, therefore, when he is tempted, 
say he is tempted of circumstances ; or 
even tempted of Satan, without any other 
help than such as he could get from cir- 
cumstances. Satan had first enlisted the 
suffrages of a much more powerful con- 
federate for effecting his purposes : ' Every 
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man is tempted when he is drawn away 
of his own lust and enticed/ 

II. But we pass on to the special 
topic to be considered in the present 
Lecture, or the forms and methods 
of temptation, commonly employed by 
Satan for drawing us from our steadfast- 
ness. 

Now, according to St. John, there are 
three kinds of temptation by which man- 
kind are chiefly assailed — namely, the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life. And it is a significant 
fact that this classification finds its coun- 
terpart in the two great typical tempta- 
tions, as we may call them, preserved 
to us in Holy Scripture, — namely, the 
temptations offered to our first parents 
in paradise, and those proposed by Satan 
to our Divine Lord in the wilderness. 



26 &ltti)oti avLti Jf^oxmH of Centptatton. 

Look at a few particulars in which the 
parallel holds good in the two cases, as 
illustrating the principle laid down by 
St. John. Thus Adam was tempted to 
* the lust of the flesh/ by being solicited 
to indulge his natural appetite, in a way 
contrary to the commands of God. With- 
out any pressure of hunger or necesssity, 
he ate because the tree was ' good for 
food.' As procuring that which was 'good 
for food,' also, was the temptation to dis- 
obedience proposed to our Divine Lord/ 
With Him the pressure was more urgent. 
He was driven by hunger. And so it was 
an irrepressible desire of the flesh that 
was appealed to when the Tempter said, 
'Command that these stones be made 
bread.' 

Again, Adam was tempted by *the 
lust of the eye.' The tree, in the midst of 
the garden, was * pleasant to the eye,' we 
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are told. It seemed like something at- 
tractive to lay hold of and possess. The 
appeal to our Lord, also, was to that 
human tendency which delights in glitter 
and false show, which is gratified by the 
admiration and applause of men. He was 
asked to clear up all doubts as to His 
Messiahship, by means of a miracle, which 
could not fail to attract the admiring 
gaze of the multitudes who were coming 
up to the temple to worship. Our Lord's 
resistance to this temptation was to show 
to us that things pleasant to the eye, are 
not always safe for the soul. A lawfully 
desired good becomes evil, if sought for 
before the Lord's time, or by means not 
in accordance with His revealed will. 
Whether to forestal His work, or to force 
it, is presumptuous sin : * Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.' 

And so, in the third form of tempta- 
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tion, called b^'' St. John 'the pride of life/ 
we see how unchanging are the methods 
of Satan. The inducement to our first 
parents to partake of the forbidden tree, 
was, that it was * a tree to be desired to 
make one wise.' It was to raise them in 
the scale of moral agents. It was to 
expand their moral and intellectual 
powers. It was to put them on a par 
with the highest orders of created beings. 
They should be * as gods, knowing both 
good and evil.* Strange as it may seem, 
Satan appears to have thought that this 
old paradise lure would prevail with our 
Divine Lord also. Ambition, that so- 
called ' infirmity of noble minds,' had been 
the bane which had proved too strong 
for his own angelic nature; why might 
it not prove too strong for the Incar- 
nate Saviour ? It was at least worth 
the trial : * All these things will I 
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give thee if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me/ 

III. We have now to concrete these 
forms of temptation, as addressed to our 
first parents in paradise, and afterwards 
to our Lord in the wilderness, in order 
to see how aptly they symbolize the 
different assaults of the enemy still ex- 
perienced by ourselves. 

i. Thus, under the head of temptations 
addressed to the lusts of the flesh, we 
include all those sinful suggestions which 
are made to us in the various straits and 
necessities of our worldly condition. Our 
Lord's hunger was a type of these ; and 
Satan's first temptation represents, but 
too truly, the way in which he is always 
suggesting to us some unlawful method by 
which our difficulties may be overcome. 
Thus, for example, we are in a great strait; 
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in pecuniary embarrassment ; threatened 
by a near danger ; ruin close at our doors ; 
hedged in on all sides by coming difficul- 
ties. There seems no way of extrication 
for us, unless we make a way : that is, 
unless we do something wrong — a little 
wrong at first, perhaps, but we have a 
good hope and persuasion that it will 
not be necessary to go any further. 
Anyhow, the need is urgent. Our 
affairs are getting more complicated 
and embarrassed every day. We must 
do something. 

And Satan is at our right hand to tell 
us what this something must be. ' Com- 
mand that these stones be made bread ; ' 
that is, have recourse to some exceptional 
means, some unsanctioned means, some 
means which, objectionable as they may 
appear at first, cannot be so very bad, 
for you have seen hundreds of people do 
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the same thing ; do this, and you will get 
out of your difficulty at once.' 

To specify the various forms of 
forbidden expedients which might be 
brought under this class of tempta- 
tions, would not be possible. Men, in 
all ranks and callings, have allowed 
to be introduced among them a very 
elastic scale of moral obligation ; — a 
number of loose, lax, floating conven- 
tions, which no one is prepared to vindi- 
cate, as strictly right, but which the 
necessities of offensive and defensive 
competition make a man, under stress of 
great difficulties, only too ready to fall in 
with. But the true Christian must make 
a stand against these things. He must 
hold fast by all the finer forms of moral 
integrity. He must disdain all artifice, 
and pretence, and dishonest concealment. 
He must show that he is never so hardly 
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pressed that he cannot afford to keep a 
conscience. Hunger is a sharp, keen, 
biting thing, no doubt ; but still there is 
no relief for it to be got out of stones. 
And yet this is Satan's proposal always. 
And if, to ward off a difficulty or a danger, 
the suggestion is made to you to practise 
deceit; or if, to get relief under some 
harassing forms of pecuniary pressure, a 
scheme is proposed involving the neces- 
sity of unfairness, or untruth, or taking 
advantage of another's ignorance, or 
necessity ; in a word, if at any time the 
idea is presented to the mind of com- 
passing any lawful end by the employ- 
ment of unlawful means, — ^be assured that 
Satan is at the bottom of all this. It is 
a repetition of the first temptation in the 
wilderness, * Command these stones that 
they be made bread.' 

ii. The next class of temptations, as 
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symbolized by our Lord's encounter in 
the wilderness, may be considered gene- 
rally as having respect to sins of pre- 
sumption ; a rash presuming upon the 
Divine favour and protection when we 
are outside the lines of duty and scrip- 
ture ; a complacent whispering to our- 
selves of peace and safety when we are 
not safe. 

As addressed to our Lord, the 
temptation was very subtle : * Thou art 
the Son of God ; nothing can work i/iee 
any harm. A fall from a great height 
might be death to others, but angels will 
see to it that no hurt shall come unto thee, 
but in their hands they shall bear thee 
up lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.' 
Hardly can we fail to note the profound 
cunning of Satan in omitting, from this 
quotation from the Psalms, the important 
clause, * to keep thee in all thy ways.' 
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The omitted words, it is manifest con- 
tain the very marrow of the promise. 
A promise to * keep us in all our ways/ 
is plainly a promise to keep us while we 
are in the path of duty ; to keep us so 
long as we confine ourselves to the course 
marked out for us by Divine providence. 
Outside this line, there is to us neither 
angel, nor promise, nor providential suc- 
cour. Myriads of the hosts of God keep 
watch and ward by the side of them that 
fear Him, and that walk humbly with 
Him ; but the instant we turn aside, and 
rush into danger of our own accord, the 
angels break up their camp, and leave 
us to dash our foot against the stone 
of our own temerity and pride. 

In what ways can such a form of tempt- 
ation happen to any of us, and when ? 
I answer, the temptation is upon us when 
we think more highly of ourselves than 
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we ought to think ; or feel more sure of 
our own steadfastness than we ought to 
feel ; or presume more upon our high 
standing in the Divine favour than we 
ought to presume. And what are we too 
often led to do as a consequence ? Why^ 
we relax restraints, disregard precautions,, 
throw off watchfulness, do many things 
which we should admit might be attended 
with soul-danger to others, but could not 
possibly do any harm to us. 

The temptation is one which belongs, 
more especially to those who have made: 
some advances in the Christian life, and. 
will fall more fittingly under notice when- 
we have to discourse on some of the * Safe- 
guards against Temptation.' At present^ 
it may suffice to regard the second tempt- 
ation offered to our Lord, as warning us^ 
that if at any time, from whatever motive, 
we venture upon ground which we feel is. 
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not safe for our souls ; if, in order to avail 
ourselves of some profitable openings in 
life, or to cultivate some desirable friend- 
ship or connexion, or to secure some 
eligible settlement of marriage, we delibe- 
rately surround ourselves with new snares, 
or cut ourselves off from spiritual privi- 
leges, or knowingly expose ourselves to 
influences which must inevitably lower 
the tone of our religious character, — even 
though the alleged excuse for thus acting 
may be the honest hope that we may be 
the means of doing some good to others, 
— in any and all of these cases, we are as 
children playing with edged tools ; or as 
a foolish man who thrusts his hand into 
the hole of the asp ; or as a fanatic who 
should leap from the pinnacle of a temple, 
in the belief that angels would interpose 
to keep him from any hurt in his fall. 
Our great bard has well said, — 
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* We are devils to ourselves 
When we will tempt the frailty of our powers, 
Presuming on their changeful potency.' 

Indeed, in the wanton exposure of our 
souls to harmful contacts, there is some- 
thing more than folly, and more than 
grievous risk; we are chargeable with the 
guilt of presumptuous sin : ' Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God/ 

iii. The third form of temptation 
offered to our Lord, that of immediate 
sovereignty over all the kingdoms of the 
world, — in kind, answering to that pro- 
posed to our first parents, * Ye shall be as 
gods,' — corresponds to that which we are 
all liable to, and which St. John describes 
as the souls hankering after * the pride of 
life/ It appeals to that strong desire 
there is in us for all forms of outward dis- 
tinction and worldly greatness ; whether 
arising from house, or lands, or family 
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alliances, or prosperity in our callings, or 
social position, or repute for high attain- 
ments, — anything, in fact, which makes 
us of mark or note in our own circle, or 
perhaps to a yet wider range. 

Now the sin of all these ambitions, 
be they great or little, is that if we 
are greedy after them, and our hearts 
are keenly set upon them, they take 
the form of downright worship. * Co- 
vetousness which is idolatry,' says the 
Apostle. True, we mean it not so : but 
it is so, for all that. All this restless 
craving after something higher is the 
setting up of a new divinity in the heart, — 
a new throne, a new master, a new 
worship. And the worship is the condi- 
tion of success, — ' All these things will I 
give thee if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me.' These are Satan s terms ; 
i. xid what a proof of men s willingness to 
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comply with them might be furnished by 
the history of the rise of great men of all 
times, — oracles of wisdom, ornaments of 
literature, benefactors to their generation, 
pillars of the Church and Throne, What 
a tissue of compromises, meannesses, cun- 
ning craftiness, departures from the strict 
rules of moral integrity and fairness, is 
revealed in the life of many, or ever 
they reached the apex of their greatness; 
even if they did reach it. ' If justice is 
to be violated,* said Julius Caesar, in ex- 
tenuation of some of his unscrupulous 
acts, *the thirst of rule must be my 
excuse.* And so of others. Wolsey the 
proud ; MachiaVel the crafty ; Bacon the 
wisest — must the poet add * meanest of 
mankind'?' — how true of all these is it that, 
for their honours and greatness, the price 
demanded of them was Satan-worship. 
' Fall down, fall down,' was the insolent 
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requirement of the tempter, * and the sum- 
mit of your heart's ambition shall be 
reached at once, " Ye shall be as gods.'* ' 
Such are some of the manifold forms in 
which temptation meets us, and let none 
of us expect to be wholly free from it. 
Never to be tempted with evil ; to have 
had no experience of Satan's assaults ; to 
be able to say that our soul's goods are 
at peace, is a sign, not of safety, but of 
danger ; not of emancipation, but of bond- 
age ; not of our having nothing to fear 
from the great adversary, but of his feel- 
ing too secure about us already. We 
have not, in good earnest, set out to- 
wards Zion, with our faces thitherward ; 
and, until we do, he does not trouble 
himself much about us. But let us be 
up, and doing, and resolved, and fairly 
on our way, then will be his time for 
attack. One temptation will come, and 
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then another. We shall be tempted to 
the use of unlawful means to get rid of 
our cross, or tempted with spiritual pre- 
sumption in going knowingly in the way 
of sin, or tempted with the wiles of 
worldly favour and greatness, as the 
reward of banishing Christ from the 
heart, and casting down God from His 
throne. Therefore, watch ye, stand fast, 
quit you like men, be strong. All pro- 
vision for a victorious issue is made 
beforehand. One is your Captain, even 
Christ. One is your standing watch- 
word, — * It is written.* One is your 
present and ever ready help, even the 
ministry of encamping angels. And with 
such supports, and true faith in them, 
nothing can hinder, but -that you shall be 
able to * withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all to stand.* 



LECTURE III. 
%^t feubtle aaiorbiuffS o£ temptation. 

'Lest Satan should get an advantage of 
us : for we are not ignorant of his devices.' 
— 2 Cor. ii. II. 

Our last discourse dealt chiefly with 
the channels through which temptations 
come to us, regarding them under that 
threefold classification of the Apostle 
John, * the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life.* But from 
whichever of these sources Satan draws 
his weapons of assault, one charac- 
teristic of his workings is always to be 
noted, namely, their exceeding subtlety, 
their profound and consummate crafti- 
ness, the marked traces they bear of 
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having proceeded from him, of whom 
the first mention we have in Scripture 
is contained in the words, * Now the 
serpent was more subtle than any beast 
of the field which the Lord God had 
made/ And the ways are multiplied in 
which this subtlety of ' the old serpent' 
shows itself, especially in the ingenuity 
with which he turns the most innocent 
things into occasions of sin ; and in the 
skill with which, by all manner of de- 
ceivableness, and fraud, and falsehood, 
he tries to blind our eyes to the truth, and 
niake the worse appear the better cause. 
In the text, we are put on our guard 
against these insidious forms of tempt- 
ation. * Lest Satan should get an ad- 
vantage of us,* says the Apostle, * for 
we are not ignorant of his devices/ 

I. We proceed to notice some of 
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these devices of Satan. One is to be 
found in the cunning craftiness with 
which he avails himself of outward op* 
portunities. 

The great strength of Satan lies in 
adaptation. Knowing as he does the 
limited nature of his own powers, as 
well as the limited use he is allowed to 
make of them, the only course left to 
him is to suit his temptations to the 
accidents of the hour ; to make eyes, 
ears, tongue, and all our members sub- 
servient to his purposes — not caring to 
stir up motions to evil, except where 
there is something at hand to second 
his suggestions, and only letting loose 
the winds of temptation when the fuel 
happens to be near to the flame. Satan 
is a great observer of times and seasons. 
. He would not, as a rule, tempt us to 
acts of dishonesty, when there are eyes 
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upon us, or to sins of pride, when we 
are alone. His aim is rather to find 
out the junction-point of happiest faci- 
lities — in the attractiveness of the ob- 
ject, in the fitness of the occasion, in 
the accidental removal of outward bar- 
riers, and in the ascertained absence of 
all better and counteracting influences. 
Not that, as before argued, he has any 
power to bring about this favourable 
disposition of external circumstances : 
but only that he can see when there zs 
such a disposition, and knows how to 
turn it to the account of his own designs. 
Hence it becomes a part of the policy 
of the tempter to press into his service 
the circumstances and employments of 
daily life ; to find occasion of evil in all 
good ; to extract poison from all manner 
of meats ; to convert into the means 
and ipaterial of temptation, everything 
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that man has, or needs, or loves, or 
lives for. Thus he turns our innocent 
and permitted enjoyments into evil. He 
leads us into hurtful excesses. Sleep 
becomes sloth ; recreations degenerate 
into idleness ; cheerfulness is allowed 
to run out into ill-timed and injudicious 
levity; and bodily refreshments into a 
base provision for the lowest appetites. 
Again, he turns our lawful duties into 
evil ; he tries to make them conflict and 
clash, hoping that by exhibiting one 
duty in a light of exaggerated import- 
ance, he may prevail with us to dis- 
regard and neglect another. To this 
end, God is represented by him as 
having given contradictory commands. 
The obligations of time and eternity 
are made to appear at variance. A 
man is ' worse than an infidel' if he 
provide not for those of his own house- 
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hold, and yet how is he to provide for 
them, except, in his straits, he should 
do a little evil * that good may come ?' 
Satan s constant argument, with men 
in distress and difficulty, is that God 
has made our life to be a choice of sins. 
Our friendships, too, — often does the 
adversary turn these to his occasion. 
He makes use of those who have the 
most influence over us to induce us to 
relax in religious earnestness, and to 
turn our backs upon difficulty ; to with- 
draw ourselves from the narrow way, 
and walk in a path where the road is 
wider, and less costly sacrifices will 
serve. * What mean ye to weep and to 
break mine heart ?' said Paul to those 
misjudging friends, who would have dis- 
suaded him from going up to Jerusalem. 
' Thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women speaketh,' said Job to his wife, 
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who counselled him to cast off his in- 
tegrity. Thus while Satan makes ready 
the arrows for our destruction, he some- 
times gets others to bend the bow. 
Often, when we have been employing 
ourselves usefully, holily for God or our 
soul's peace, it has happened to us, as 
to our Divine Master, to receive a mes- 
sage, * Behold thy mother and thy bre- 
thren stand without desiring to speak 
with thee.' Such interruptions are often 
no other than messengers of Satan, 
who, seeing us busied in holy duties, 
sets our mother and our brethren to see 
if they cannot draw us away. But these 
attem.pts must be resisted sternly. * Get 
thee behind me, Satan,' said our Lord 
to Peter, who would fain have his 
Master refuse the appointed cross. The 
Holy One was * not ignorant of his 
devices.* 
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Another device of Satan, by which he 
gets an advantage of us is that by 
which he always avoids soliciting us to 
any act of great transgression to begin 
with. His first proposals to us are for 
the infringement of some of the lesser 
commandments of the divine law, — lead- 
ing us into the easily-forded and shallow 
waters of evil first, before we take the 
plunge into its more deadly and de- 
stroying depths. Satan knows the power 
of a sliding scale of transgression. As 
the habit of yielding to evil things gets 
formed, and the bias towards sin is 
found to be taking deeper root, he finds 
something in us to work upon. And 
then his proposals become more bold and 
undisguised. He lures us on to greater 
encroachments upon the law of God, by 
little and little, though still carefully 
concealing from us, during the progress 

E 
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of our course, whither he intends to 
bring us in the end. How little did 
Hazael, king of Syria, when first en- 
tering on his career of bold usurpation, 
think of the atrocities he should be 
brought to commit, before the summit 
of his ambition was reached. * Is thy ser- 
vant a dog that he should do this thing ? * 
But another, and too often successful 
device of Satan consists in the use of 
various arts of misrepresentation, per- 
versions of the truth, by corrupting, with a 
deceitful gloss, the plain words of God^ 
and trying to make sin other than it is> 
by calling it by some other name. * Woe 
unto them,' says the prophet, * that call 
evil good, and good evil ; that put dark- 
ness for light, and light for darkness ; 
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter.' This has been Satan's weapon of 
strength from the beginning. He is a 
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liar and the father of it. Especially is 
he skilled in the cunning art of misno- 
mer ; the imposture that hides itself in 
the choice of a word — the trick of dis- 
guising evil habits or practices by speci- 
ous and misleading terms. 

Nothing is more common with the 
tempter, according as he sees our hearts 
inclined to any evil habit or prac- 
tice, than to present it in a light 
which makes it appear almost com- 
mendable. Our hoarding covetousness, 
he will tell us is family prudence; our 
resentment of an injury is a mark of 
becoming spirit ; our indulged ostenta- 
tion is only what is due to our position 
in society. And in many other ways 
does he teach us to call evil good. Who 
has not heard vice excused as youthful 
indiscretion, intemperance and excess 
apologized for as over fondness for 
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society, sharp dealing in business justi- 
fied as a needful protection of one's own, 
licentious jesting described as a mere 
overflow of spirits, and biting and bitter 
sarcasms treated only as harmless mirth ? 
Yet more is it a device of Satan to 
foster in us a spirit of unbelief and doubt- 
ing ; to try to make us discredit God's 
words ; inducing in us a persuasion that 
sin is not so dreadful a thing as the Bible 
represents it to be, or, at all events, that 
God will not be so severe as He says 
He will be, in carrying out the threatened 
punishment. This artifice Satan found 
succeed so well in the case of our first 
parents, that he has never ceased from 
plying their children with it ever since. 
With every gospel warning that is brought 
home to us, he repeats the same thing in 
<>ar ears, ' Ye shall not surely die,' You 
aiay disobey, as Eve did ; you may sell 
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yourself to the world, as Demas did; 
you may put off the work of repentance, 
as Felix did ; you may stop short of 
being an altogether Christian, as Agrippa 
did ; but have no fear that the threatened 
condemnation will surely follow. The 
mercy of God will find some means of 
magnifying itself without having recourse 
to such a dire extreme as that. Only 
make experiment of the Divine forbear- 
ance a little longer, nothing doubting 
that all will come right at last. Oh ! 
guard we carefully against the evil heart 
of unbelief, * lest Satan get the advantage 
of us, for we are not ignorant of his 
devices.* 

Such are a few of the artifices of Satan 
by which he deceives us and draws us 
into sin. But we shall not appreciate fully 
the depth and power of his cunning, unless 
we take into account the extent to which 
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he IS enabled, in the use of his devices, 
to avail himself of certain tendencies and 
conditions in our moral constitution, first 
implanted in us for our establishment in 
that which is good, but not less capable 
of being turned to our progress in that 
which is evil. 

Of these, one is the strengthening and 
self-perpetuating power of habit, — a 
beautiful law of our being, which, under 
right direction, causes * the righteous to 
hold on his way, and he that hath clean 
hands to wax stronger and stronger/ 
But the law is uniform in its operation, 
and causes that wrong-doing is sure to 
lead to wrong-doing, and therefore that 
' evil men wax worse and worse/ Satan 
is not ignorant of this law. He knows 
the truth of that saying, that 'appetite 
grows by that it feeds on/ After a few 
times indulging, the lust after evil things 
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becomes a part of ourselves, and is as 
clamorous for gratification as the desire 
for daily bread. Resistance, opposi- 
tion, scruple, — there might be a little 
of this at first; and, according to the 
degree of wrongness, there probably was. 
A traditional sense of propriety would 
make us hold back, and, only under pro- 
test, would conscience give its reluctant 
consent. But all these resistances would 
be overborne in time. On each fresh 
occasion of yielding, the restraining 
power would become less and less. We 
had our debatings with reason and con- 
science yesterday. And we were iAen 
enabled to put their objections to silence, 
even if we did not completely answer 
them. What should give new force to 
these objections to-day, to make it need 
ful to go over the same ground again ? 
All this is helpful to Satan. The 
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slowly and insidiously gathering strength 
of each repeated act of transgression is 
one of the most powerful implements of 
his craft. Sin progresses as by a law. 
The forbidden indulgence has taken rank 
with a confirmed use ; lords it over us 
with the tyranny of a second nature. 
And as it meets with no further check or 
resistance, we are scarcely conscious how 
strong the propensity is. Resistance mea- 
sures force. The rapid stream never dis- 
covers the mighty strength of its current 
till it meets with an obstacle ; till the huge 
boulder or loosened trunk lays an arrest 
upon its flow. It is so with the strong 
tide of our corruptions. We are only 
made aware of its strength while it en- 
counters resistance. But habit takes 
away that resistance. The mind and 
conscience have become defiled. The 
frequency of the indulgence has con- 
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verted it into a necessity ; and as fami- 
liarity has divested it of all its repulsive 
features, Satan's advantage is sealed, and 
the deceived heart falls an easy prey to 
his devices. 

Neither, as favouring this advantage, 
should we overlook another law of our 
moral nature ; namely, that by reason of 
the gradualness of this ascendency of a 
sinful principle within us, — its small ac- 
cretions of strength day by day, — we do 
not perceive how entire is the change 
wrought upon the character, until the 
work of deterioration has become very- 
far advanced. We can rarely trace the 
beginnings of sin within us, or follow it 
on through its subtle and imperceptible 
stages. Certainly not its beginnings. 

* The ungodly are froward even from 
their mother s womb,' says the Psalmist, 

* as soon as they are born they go astray 
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and speak lies.' There may be among us 
a covetous man, or a passionate man, or 
a sensual man : but each would have to go 
far back in his life, if he would trace the 
first germ of this now developed and 
matured vice of character. Satan s work 
begins in the nursery, is fostered in the 
school, is often nourished up into prema- 
ture ripeness, or ever the manhood life 
begins. The dominion of evil within us 
proceeds by unobserved degrees, growing 
with our growth, and strengthening with 
our strength. A man's habits of deceit 
if he is untruthful, of unfair dealing if he 
is dishonest, of unkindness and oppres- 
sion if he is cruel, of sensuality and 
viciousness if he is dissolute, are all pro- 
bably the fructified growth of years, made 
up of a thousand tamperings with con- 
science, a thousand sacrifices of principle, 
a thousand smaller excesses in the way 
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of sinful indulgence, yet all producing 
their effect imperceptibly on the consoli- 
dation of character, and the settlement of 
the heart in its love of sin. The process 
is as when the water of the lake hardens 
into thick ice. The solid crust has formed, 
and yet we could not see how it was 
becoming a crust, though we were look- 
ing on. Satan was looking on also ; and 
saw how this law of inevitable progres- 
sion might be made to further his purpose, 
and the heart become hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin. Can we be 
ignorant of his devices ? 

The practical lesson to be learned from 
this branch of our subject is, that we be 
careful to have a holy shrinking from sin, 
even in its smallest appearances, and in 
its least degrees. It is fools sport to 
play with firebrands, but that man is 
playing with the fires of heaven's con- 
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suming wrath, and takes into his 
bosom its gnawing and never sated 
worm, who, with whatever intention of 
turning back soon, enters upon a course 
of conduct which he knows to be 
wrong ; even though purposing in his 
heart to go only a very little way. * Re- 
member Lot's wife/ It is probable she 
never meant to go back to the city entirely. 
But she loved the place so much, she 
must /oak back. And this was apostasy 
in the heart ; a hostage, left in the hands 
of Satan, of future service ; leaving it a 
mere question of time and opportunity 
when the actual captivity should take 
effect. And so with us ; all little sins, 
all little tamperings with conscience, all 
going on to Satan s ground, just as it 
were to take a look at it, is the first step 
towards a hopeless and disastrous fall. 
It is as when one letteth out water. We 
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think we can stop it when we like, — can 
say to it ' Thus far shalt thou go, and no 
further,' — not seeing how soon it will 
be beyond our power ; making a broad 
course for itself, and bearing away our 
feeble resolves on its desolating and 
mocking tide. ' Little sins,* do we call 
these deviations from the straight path ? 
Where, except in the spiritual tariff of 
the Vatican, or in the casuistic sophisms 
of Loyola or Liguori, do we ever read of 
such things ? As well might we speak of 
a 'little' variation and shadow of turning 
in the Unchangeable ; a * little' winking or 
conniving at iniquity in the All-holy ; a 
'little' flaw in the pillars which support the 
everlasting throne ; a * little ' excepted, 
reserved, sin-usurped spot in the moral 
universe, where God is not ! No, the blood 
of Christ is as needful for taking away 
the smallest sin, as it is for cleansing from 



the greatest. And therefore our danger 
from both Is the same. We can never 
be proof against the devices of Satan, — 
never know how soon he may get the 
advantage of us, — ^unless it is our wont 
to make a stand against sin at the begin- 
ning. Sensitiveness to the smallest de- 
gree of offending must ever be one of 
the safeguards of the Christian. A beam 
cannot rest in that eye, which is too 
sensitive to endure the presence of the 
mote, and the devices of Satan are 
powerless against him, whose daily and 
almost hourly prayer is, ' Lord, cleanse 
thou me from secret faults.* 



LECTURE IV. 

* Watch and pray, lest ye enter into 
TEMPTATION.' — Mark, xiv. 38. 

There is a special use of the word 
' temptation' here, which it may be well 
to bear in mind — the only exact parallel 
to it being in the Lord's Prayer. 
Usually the word has reference to some 
definite act, to some form of allurement 
or solicitation, which, whether proceed- 
ing directly from Satan, or suggested by 
the inclinations of a corrupt nature, in- 
vites or disposes to the commission of 
sin. Here, and in the Lord's Prayer,, 
temptation is not so much an act, as 
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a circumstance, an occasion, something 
that is very likely to lead to the act, 
and the very vicinity of which, there- 
fore, we must be constantly on our 
guard to avoid. 

Hence, in relation to ourselves as 
the subjects of temptation, it will be 
observed that the form of the pre- 
cept supposes not a passive consent 
merely, but the active concurrence, or 
putting forth of the voluntary powers. 
It is not the case of a person * fall- 
ing' into temptation, as in Timothy 
we read, * They that will be rich ' are 
likely to do — not the case of temptation 
taking or laying hold of us, as when, in 
the Galatians, we read, * If a man be 
overtaken in a fault.' But it is the 
bringing of ourselves face to face with 
temptation of our own free will. The 
temptation does not come to tcs^ we go 
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to it. Of course Satan, or the evil heart, 
may lead our steps that way, but the act 
is our own ; and, therefore, our duty is 
to be diligent in the use of such means 
and SAFEGUARDS as may keep us from 
yielding to it : ' Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation/ 

I. Here we have, first, to consider 
the danger of which we are warned, 
* lest ye enter into temptation ; and again 
in the Lord's Prayer, * Lead us not into 
temptation! The precise force of the 
expression will, perhaps, be best under- 
stood by the help of a Jewish comment- 
ary. The Lord's Prayer, as given in 
the Sermon on the Mount, was sub- 
stantially an adaptation of one of the 
daily offices in use among the Jews, 
almost clause for clause.* And the 

* The original prayer, as prescribed for daily 
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clause answering to our * Lead us not 
into temptation/ in the Jewish liturgy, 
runs, * Bring us not into the hand of 
temptation/ This, as we perceive, in- 
troduces the idea of local circumstance 
or occasion ; for by being brought into 
* the hand of temptation,' we naturally 
suppose to be meant being brought 
within its reach ; that is, within the 
neighbourhood of hurtful influences ; 
within sight or contact of such outward 
objects, as, acting upon our depraved 
inclinations, might cause our feet to fall. 
Of course there must be this concur- 
rence of outward objects in all cases 
of active temptation. Though the blame 

use in the Temple, consisted of eighteen petitions ; 
but a shorter form was permitted for private use. 
The resembling expressions to our own divine 
form may be seen in Comber's Companion to the 
Temple, vol. vii. p. 8, and seq, (1841), and Light- 
foot's Miscellanies^ Works, iv. 29 (1822). 
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of yielding rests entirely with ourselves, 
the providence of God is a necessary 
party to all open transgression. For 
Achan to steal, for Cain to commit 
murder, for Gehazi to take bribes, op-^ 
portunity must be thrown in the way» 
We may have the sinful desire in our 
hearts, but into the circumstances, fa- 
vourable to its gratification, we must be 
led, — it may be by what we call chance ; 
it may be by a permitted artifice of 
Satan ; it may be by the resolved will 
and purpose of our own minds. In no 
case, however, is our liberty as moral 
agents interfered with. No doubt, God 
may withhold the supports of His grace 
fr6m us, when we show ourselves to be 
presumptuous, or careless, or unwatch-- 
ful ; but the option always remains to us, 
either, like Eve, to look on and parley^ 
or, like Joseph, to resist and fly. 



68 ^sdtgmwcti^ agami^t Cctnptatton. 

Hence the danger we are warned of 
in the text — the danger which, in the 
Lord's Prayer, we pray against — is, lest 
our souls should be brought into circum- 
stances, hazardous either to their purity 
or their steadfastness. It is a provi- 
dential necessity, — an ordained part of 
our probation in fact, — that there should 
be in the world certain places, scenes, 
occupations, objects, calculated to draw 
forth the heart's bias to evil ; and of 
these, it is easy for us to discover, each 
for himself, that some are far more dan- 
gerous than others. If we know our- 
selves, we cannot be ignorant that there 
are circumstances which favour the as- 
cendency of our besetting sin — places 
and associations which minister to, and 
inflame the heart's tyrant evil. The 
adversary must have us at advantage, if 
he get us on that ground. By whose 
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fault is it, then, that we go ? Manifestly 
by our own. We enter into temptation. 
We see the door open, and we go in. 
In this case the promise of the text does 
not apply. Its provisions go to exempt us 
from those temptations which we are not 
able to resist, but not from those which 
we have no wish to resist. There is no 
shield provided to cover either the indo- 
lence that will not flee from evil, or the 
folly that chooses to give to the enemy a 
ruinous and unnecessary advantage. If 
we are brought into scenes of danger^ 
without our own seeking, — in the dis- 
charge of duty, by the orderings of Pro- 
vidence, or even through a sudden sur- 
prise, — the strength given to us will be 
proportioned to our day. But not other- 
wise. Our blessed Lord did not go up 
into the wilderness to be tempted of 
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His own proper motion. He was 'led 
thither of the Spirit.' 

Nor can the blame of falling be less 
our own, when, though brought into 
the neighbourhood of temptation unwit- 
tingly, — coming upon it suddenly and un- 
awares, — we allow ourselves to remain 
there longer than is necessary. It is 
possible for us to be * led up into the 
wilderness' — led in the ordinary duties 
and intercourse of life ; but ' it is ge- 
nerally at our own option how long we 
stay. We have moral instincts which 
warn us of our nearness to temptation, 
as plainly as our physical sensations 
warn us when we are getting too close 
to the fire. And therefore if, notwith- 
standing such warning, we continue to 
look upon the wine when it is red, or 
the Babylonish spoils when they glitter. 
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or the forbidden tree when its inviting 
clusters look pleasant and good for food, 
— the fire of unholy passion, meanwhile 
gathering, spreading, inflaming the whole 
course of nature, — it is manifest that we 
are being drawn away of our own 
heart's lusts, and it is a righteous thing 
with God that we should be left to fall. 
That which might be no temptation, at 
first sight, becomes a temptation by 
being seen too often, or kept before the 
mind too long. Satan's purpose is an- 
swered equally, whether a man know- 
ingly enters into temptation, or whether, 
though unintentionally led there, he re- 
mains long enough for the temptation to 
enter him. Eve held discourse with the 
serpent too long. Balaam kept tempta- 
tion in his house a whole night. Three 
times did Samson allow himself to be 
beguiled by Delilah's falsehood, and 
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Lot's wife paid the penalty of a swift 
destruction for a last lingering look at 
sin. In all these instances, we see a 
neglect of that double safeguard against 
temptation, * Watch and pray.' 

II. We come, therefore, to consider 
the nature of this twofold safeguard, 
this moral breakwater against the in- 
rushing tide of evil. Our Lord unites 
the two, because either of them, apart 
from the other, would be of no avail. 
Prayer, without watchfulness, would be 
a mockery of God ; watchfulness, with- 
out prayer, would be mere presumption 
and atheism of the heart. 

Assuming, then, that there will be 
the concurrence of prayer, let us address 
ourselves to this provided safeguard of 
Watchfulness. The duty is enjoined 
upon us in Scripture continually, and 
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manifestly supposes danger, weakness, 
the near presence of an adversary, and 
a constant liability to fall. We must, 
therefore, be vigilant, forearmed, having 
eyes all around us, as not knowing on 
which side danger may assail us, whether 
this or that. What are we to watch 
against ? 

i. First, no doubt, it is meant that we 
are to watch against the great adversary 
of our souls ; against that subtle enemy, 
who only waits to see the eye off its 
work, and the heart off its guard, to 
steal an entrance into the soul to de- 
stroy it. With all the limitations on 
Satan^s power, before adverted to, room 
is left for the supposition that he is able 
to see, in the case of any of us, when we 
are in a state of ripeness for his sugges- 
tions ; as, for instance, when we have 
been put out, and thwarted, and are 
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angry ; when we are gloomy, and de- 
sponding, and out of humour with the 
world ; when, like David, we are idle 
and staying at home, to the neglect of 
duties, and throwing all the doors of 
temptation wide open ; or, like Heze- 
kiah, are yielding to the vain-glorious 
pride of displaying our treasures to the 
messengers who have come from far. 
In all such cases, subordinated as w^e 
know the operations of Satan must ever 
be to the Supreme will, they will be formi- 
dable enough to require all our watch- 
fulness to guard against, and more 
than all our strength to resist. 

Still, the best resistance is not that 
which we make when the temptation is 
upon us» but that which we offer before 
the temptation comes, — as in the keeping 
of a viirilant watch over the heart's en 
trances and approaches. To all of these 
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Satan has a power of access that we 
know not of, and, by means of the very- 
smallest of them, he may endanger the 
issues of life. Thus, tempers unlawfully 
indulged, and hatreds allowed to get 
rank and rife, and envious feelings 
nourished in the heart, evil thoughts me- 
ditated on the bed, and sensual lusts 
polluting the imagination, — by any or all 
of these, the thief of souls may get an 
advantage. Propensities and disposi- 
tions of this kind are, in their very 
nature, expulsive. They must drive out 
grace, if grace do not drive out them. 
And the slave to them is as a house, 
prepared for the occupation of Satan, or 
other spirits more wicked than himself: 
' And when he cometh, he findeth it 
swept and garnished.' 

ii. Again : we are to be on our guard 
against the dangerous and corrupting 



76 dafeguartKil agatnisit Cnnptatton. 

influences of the world. Of course the 
mixing with the world, in greater or less 
degree, is a very necessity of social life ; 
even such a mixing as must bring us into 
contact with much of its folly, its vanity, 
and its sin. To avoid all sight and 
touch of contaminating influences, as 
St. Paul teaches, we must needs go out 
of the world altogether. 

Admitting, therefore that we must have 
some intimacy and association with the 
world, — some part in its pursuits, some 
sympathy with its tastes, some fellowship 
with its pleasures, and recreations, and 
usages, — the point for consideration is, 
how to make our participation in such 
things harmless ; how to be in the world, 
and yet not of the world ; in other words, 
how so to limit, and to restrain, and 
stint ourselves in the use of worldly 
things, as to keep them from becoming to 
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us, either direct occasions of temptation, 
or hindrances to our spiritual life. 

It is obvious that no rule can be laid 
down for us in such matters. The world 
is not the same to all, nor the danger of 
it. Each must define its limits for him- 
self, and its whereabout. If there be 
any company, qccupation, place, which is 
found to be constantly getting our con- 
science into trouble, constantly putting 
our religious principles to a strain greater 
than they can bear, constantly betraying 
us into concessions to our besetting sin 
which we bitterly repent of afterwards, — 
that is the world to us ; and we are tak- 
ing part with Satan against our own souls 
if we voluntarily resort there. Who is our 
tempter, if, on the plea of recreation, we 
go into scenes where vice is patronized, 
holy things are scoffed at, the name of 
God is blasphemed ? Who leads us into 



78 dafeguartK«; agatn^lt Ctmptatton. 

temptation, if we waste our time in plea- 
sures, which encourage frivolity, feed 
pride, dissipate serious thought, hinder 
devotion, induce a state of unhealthy ex- 
citement, in which it is not happy to live, 
and would not be safe to die ? Surely 
there is a dangerous conformity of our- 
selves to this world. ' Watch ye and 
pray lest ye enter into temptation/ 

iii. Again : we are to watch . and be 
on our guard against a self-reliant^ ove^"- 
confident, unchastened spirit. To one of 
the three who heard these words of our 
Lord, the caution was specially applic- 
able. A bold presuming upon his own 
strength, — upon his love to Christ that it 
would never cool, and his courage that it 
would never flinch, — was, all through, the 
weak point of Peter's religious character. 
And the danger is one which we must 
all beware of. It answers, as was pointed 
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out in the last lecture, to the second 
temptation of our Lord in the wilderness ; 
and it is one which especially assails us, as 
young believers. In the joy and confi- 
dence of our regenerate feelings, we 
think temptations can no longer hurt us, 
— at least not hurt us as they once did. 
'And in my prosperity, I said, I shall 
never be moved : thou, Lord, of thy 
goodness hast made my hill so strong/ 
But it is not so strong as we think ; and 
certainly not so strong as to justify us in 
throwing ourselves from the pinnacle of 
the temple ; not so strong as that, when 
duty or lawful occasion calls us into 
dangerous vicinities, we may omit to pray 
for the help of God's heavenly grace. 
No ; however high we may stand in the. 
divine regards ; however rich we may be 
in memorials of past deliverances ; how 
ever established, confirmed, advanced we 
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may think ourselves in the life of godli- 
ness, we must never forget that such 
tokens of the divine favours are bestowed 
upon us, not to make us self-trusting, or 
reliant, but to make us see what helpless 
beings we should be, if such grace were 
withdrawn. 

Wherefore, as the Apostle warns us, 
^be not high-minded but fear/ Satan 
is not ignorant of the advantage he will 
get over us, if he can prevail upon 
us to yield to spiritual pride. And if 
we presume over-much upon our being 
children of God ; if we allow ourselves 
to grow remiss and careless under the 
gifts of God^s grace ; if, in faith of the 
promise that angels will encamp around 
us, we expose ourselves needlessly to the 
hazards of evil, fancying that we may 
relax a little, and unbend a little, and 
assimilate ourselves a little to the ways 
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and usages of the world ; we are entering 
into temptation with our eyes open. Arid 
the sin is at our own door, if God leaves us 
to reap the fruits of our own rashness and 
self-sufficiency. ' Blessed is the man that 
feareth always.* * Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.* 

iv. Lastly, as a safeguard against 
temptation, watch against sloth, and su- 
pineness, and a general slumbering of the 
spiritual life. It was in such a connexion 
the words of our text were used to the 
disciples, then found sleeping in the gar- 
den : * What ! could ye not watch with 
me one hour ? * Was that too little time to 
give to the care of your souls at such an 
awful crisis as this ? ' Watch and pray 
lest ye enter into temptation.* 

The caution is for us all. For it is not 
to be denied that believers have their 
slumbering times, — seasons when the eyes 

G 
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of the soul are heavy, and the flesh is 
weak, and the will does its work feebly, 
and the heart allows its love to grow 
cold, until, under the lulling and soothing 
influences of the world, the soul drops off 
into a perilous condition of drowsiness, 
and formality, and spiritual deadness and 
decay. But let us remember Satan never 
sleeps whatever we may do. In fact, he 
becomes more wakeful and active, in 
exact proportion as he sees our drowsi- 
ness taking its more settled form, and 
ourselves, content to live on, from year 
to year, a mere mechanical and routine 
life. 

Beware we, then, of spiritual sleeps, — 
sleeping on duties, sleeping on privileges,, 
sleeping on former tokens of the Saviour's 
love to us, sleeping on the remembrance 
of what we once were. Satan is always 
on the watch for spoil at such times. 
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His worst work is done 'while men 
sleep/ But let us watch and pray. Let 
us be wakeful and diligent. Let the 
word of Christ dwell richly in us, both as 
our light to guide, and our sword to de- 
fend ; and a blessed promise is given us — 
not of victory over temptation, but what is 
even better, — that we shall be preserved 
from feeling its bitter power ; * Because 
thou hast kept the word of my patience,. 
I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth.' 



LECTURE V. 
SDriiberance from ^emptatiom 

* There hath no temptation taken you but 

SUCH AS IS common TO MAN : BUT GOD IS 
PAITHFUL, WHO WILL NOT SUFFER YOU TO BE 
TEMPTED ABOVE THAT YE ARE ABLE; BUT WILL 
WITH THE TEMPTATION ALSO MAKE YOU A WAY 
TO ESCAPE, THAT YE MAY BE ABLE TO BEAR IT.' 

I Cor. X. 13. 

Corinth was a dangerous place for the 
newly-converted Christians. It had all 
the evils common to great cities, besides 
some which were specially its own. Its 
idolatries, its wealth, its luxury, its re- 
putation for intellectual pre-eminence, 
might all become snares to any who were 
not very firm or fixed in their principles. 
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As a memorable example of the danger 
of sinful associations, therefore, the 
Apostle in the text reminds his converts 
of what befell the ancient Israelites; how 
they were successively tempted to the sins 
of idolatry, discontent, and lust ; how they 
yielded, and fell, and brought down the 
divine displeasure upon them, — leaving a 
sad and instructive record for the admo- 
nition of those, * upon whom the ends of 
the world are come/ Yet, let them not 
be discouraged by these things. As 
against the dangers of temptation, the 
promises of God are all-sufficient, whe- 
ther at Corinth, or at Meribah and 
Massah : ' There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to 
man : but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able : but will, with the 
temptation also make you a way to 
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escape, that ye may be able to bear 

it; * 

The passage will be seen to have a 
fitness for the subject, to be considered 
in the present lecture, namely, ' deliver- 
ance FROM temptation;* our thoughts 
turning upon the limits within which 
temptation can assail us, as well as upon 
the means by which we escape from its 
power. 

L And the first point the Apostle 
insists upon is, that temptation, in the 
sense of being solicited to evil, is part 
of a common liability to all of us : 
* There hath no temptation taken . you 
but such as is common to man,' — nothing 

* A sermon, from this text, appears in an early 
work by the author, entitled Christian Consolation^ 
in which several of the thoughts in this lectxire are 

enlarged upcn. 
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but such as is * humanly/ is his word; 
— belonging to man as man, and a ne- 
cessary part of his condition and circum- 
stances in the world. In this view, the 
Apostle*s words are only another form 
of affirming a position, taken up in a 
former discourse, to the effect that, what- 
ever the mystery of permissive tempt- 
ation be, it is not possible to conceive 
of a moral and responsible being without 
it. We can conceive of a machine with- 
out temptation, but not of a moral 
agent* 

But the Apostle, in this passage, evi- 
dently means something more than this. 
Your temptations are strictly ' humanly ;' 

* * The notion of a future account and general 
righteous judgment, implies some sort of tempta- 
tion to what is wrong ; otherwise there would be 
no possibility of doing wrong, nor ground for 
judgment or discrimination.' — Butler's Anal.^ 
part i. c. iv. 
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by which is implied, that they are ad- 
dressed to human feelings and infirmities ; 
can be effected only by human consents ; 
fall strictly and absolutely within the 
limits of human endurance. Do not 
look upon them as coming of any re- 
sistless agency from without — the fiery 
darts of Satan armed with the powers 
of a swift destruction, and the soul fairly 
caught in his meshes, or ever it had seen 
the snare. In all their essential capa- 
bilities for evil to man's soul, temptations 
are related to, and bound up with human 
conditions. They are for human fore- 
sight to descry, and human precautions 
to guard against, and human weapons 
to do battle with, and, concurrently with 
promised success from above, for human 
appliances to overcome. 

' Common to man,' again, we may 
suppose the Apostle to say, in order 
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to remind his converts that there was 
nothing exceptional about their tempt- 
ations ; that they were not more tried than 
other people are ; that the same afflic- 
tions and trials were 'accomplished in 
their brethren which are in the world.' 
Temptations are not only common to 
men, but, in greater or less degree, they 
have been found ^ common to the best of 
men. The histories may be humiliating, 
and the lesson at once monitory and in- 
structive, bat it should at least keep us 
from despair, under painful temptations,- 
to remember that others have been over- 
taken too; — that Moses was not free from 
the impulses of violent anger, nor Elijah 
from the risings of an impatient spirit ; 
that Jacob yielded to the temptation to 
deceit and falsehood, and even Job to 
that of impatience, and rebellion, and 
fretting against God. To bewail any such 
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discovered tenderness is our bounden 
duty, and, when we find them, we should 
plant there a double guard. But let us 
not lose the comfort of that Scripture : 
'There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man.* 

IL The next ground of confidence 
we are to have, in respect to deliverance 
from temptation, is based upon the 
divine restriction placed upon the powers 
of Satan, considered in relation to man's 
power of endurance : * God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able.* 

It has been observed already, that there 
is an absolute limit to the power of 
Satan in the world, and over our race, 
determined by his position in the scale 
of created intelligences, and his sub- 
ordination to the higher Will that sways 
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the universe. But besides this, we are 
to find our comfort in another limit, also 
irreversibly fixed, or that which deter- 
mines how much of the power which he 
possesses he shall be allowed to put 
forth in any particular case of tempt- 
ation. Satan cannot use his own weapons 
as often, or to the extent he would 
desire. ^ He must ask permission of 
God, — must have a special warrant for 
each particular temptation, — being al- 
lowed to take the arrows from his quiver 
only one by one, as the child of God is 
able to bear the assault. 

See this illustrated in a memorable ex- 
ample. Satan was bent upon the downfall 
of Job, and permission was given to him 
to employ a definite amount of experi- 
mental suffering, wherewith to try the 
faith and steadfastness of the patriarch. 
First, the sad intelligence is brought to 
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him of the sudden and utter desolation of 
his house and home. And, as he looked 
on the smoking ruins of his barns, and 
mourned over the murdered bodies of his 
children, Satan is permitted to tempt him 
with blaspheming thoughts of God ; to 
arraign the ways of Providence as unjust 
and unkind, — the enemy being but too 
well seconded by one of Job's own 
household, ready with her wicked counsel 
to him to * curse God and die.* The 
temptation, however, failed. The adver- 
sary was foiled and overcome ; and the 
holy man, standing amid the wreck of 
his earthly possessions, exclaimed, in all 
the majesty of submission, * The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away : 
blessed be the name of the Lord.* 

Nothing would now satisfy the ma- 
lignity of the tempter, but that he 
should be permitted to renew the as- 
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sault ; in order that, under the agony of 
aching bones, and painful boils, and loath- 
some sores, he might be tempted to 
speak, as he ought not, of God's dealings 
with him. But as yet, it was not so 
written in the bond. Satan had been 
told the exact amount of temptation he 
might employ ; and unless a new deed, 
with new powers, were given to him, 
there his assaults must stop. 

See then the security against tempt- 
ation overcoming us, contained in the 
words, *who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able.' The 
extent of Satan's powers, absolutely, is 
hardly an element of the danger. We 
-estimate the strength of an enemy, not 
by the forces he may number, but by 
the forces he can bring into the field. 
And often, when Satan has set his heart 
upon some important conquest, he finds 
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his chosen bands are obliged to stand 
aloof from the fray, chained in powerless 
inaction by Him who is ' stronger than 
the strong.' Thus all the limits of 
Satanic temptation are arranged before- 
hand. Satan comes out against be- 
lievers with a measured inferiority of 
force. The enduring and resisting power 
of each one of us is registered and 
written in God's book, and no solicit- 
ation to evil is allowed to be made to 
us, until it is ascertained that we have 
a sufficiency of available success, if 
rightly used, to make the temptation 
harmless. To this the divine fidelity 
is pledged : ' God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able.' 

III. But our subject requires us to 
deal more directly with deliverances 
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out of temptation ; and, in regard to 
these, no promise can be more full or 
assuring, than that contained in the last 
clause of our text. This same faithful 
God, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted at all, except within certain 
limits, declares that He will, with the 
temptation, also make you a way to 
escape that ye may be able to bear it. 
* Make you a way ; ' — it is not said what 
the way is to be, or that it will always be 
the same way. God has ways and me- 
thods of deliverance for His people, which 
they could never have foreseen or 
thought of. ' The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation/ 
though we know not how; and often, 
when we cannot see a way to escape, and 
when, to all human seeming, there is no 
way, God Himself steps in to make a 
way, that we may be able to bear it. 
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1. One or two of these ways of de- 
liverance may be noted more particularly. 
.Some, for instance, are of a preventive 
form. We have been delivered from 
temptations, of the existence of which we 
never knew. Many a dark plot, devised 
against our souls, has not taken effect, 
because, invisibly to us, God was pleased 
to interpose a barrier between us and the 
€nemy of our souls. We were ready to 
yield — wished to yield. We even placed 
ourselves in the way of yielding, but the 
Lord prevented the struggle, because 
He saw it would issue in a believer s fall. 

One way in which this is effected is 
by keeping the sinner and the object of 
temptation a good way apart. Satan s 
schemes, as we have seen, depend greatly 
for success on the fitness of the opportu- 
nity. The promise to the church ot 
Philadelphia, it will be remembered. 
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was that, she should be kept from the 
hour of temptation ; ' that is, from the 
favouring hour, the critical hour — the 
hour when all that in man is weak, and 
all that in his foe is strong, would help 
to favour the tempter s victory. Tempt 
ations, like fevers, may be at their highest ; 
and if, at such a moment, opportunity 
can be pressed into the service, this will 
be Satan's hour and the power of dark- 
ness. But it is in closing this door of 
opportunity, at the right moment, that 
God often makes for us a way of escape. 
The temptation required secresy; but 
there is somebody near that we cannot 
get rid of. The temptation would be 
favoured by our having leisure at com- 
mand ; but urgent duties are upon us, 
which take up all our time and thoughts. 
Thus, as we have St. Augustine confess- 
ing, ' Often when I have had an inclina- 

w 
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tion to sin, God has withheld the oppor- 
tunity ; whilst, at other times, when the 
opportunity has been present to me, I 
have not felt nearly so much pressed by 
the inclination.* 

ii. ' Not so much pressed,' says this 
Father, reminding us that some deliver- 
ances out of temptation are effected by a 
directly sustaining power given to the 
person tempted, even when no preven- 
tive means are used to keep the tempta- 
tion away. Hence, at times, Satan is 
permitted to bring up all his forces. Op- 
portunity, as a handmaid, waits upon 
him, and there seems, for the tempted 
one, no outlet or escaping. Seems no 
way ; but that is just the time when, in 
fulfilment of His promise, God will make 
a way. And, in this case, the deliverance 
is effected, not, as in the former instance, 
by the removal of opportunities from 
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without, but by the weakening of the 
sinful bias which is within. And the 
one is as effectual to the overcoming of 
temptation as the other. For the inward 
bias, or sinful animus of the human soul,, 
is that into which the poison of tempta-^ 
tion is received ; that, in fact, which 
makes it poison. If, therefore, for the 
time, God, by the power of His grace,, 
should see fit to deaden this susceptibility,. 
— should destroy, so to speak, the nerve 
of temptation, — Satan has nothing to- 
take hold of. For the time, we are as. 
proof against his assaults as was our 
Divine Lord, and, in our degree, for the 
same reason, — * The prince of this world 
Cometh and hath nothing in me.' 

iii. But by the giving of special grace 
also — ^by teaching our hands to war, and 
our fingers to fight — does God often effect 
for us a deliverance from temptation. 
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This is for His own honour. A victory- 
over temptation makes us as witnesses 
to the world, to angels, and to men. We 
commend thereby our Christian calling. 
We testify to a vital power in godliness. 
We prove the sufficiency of divine sup- 
ports. We cover with fresh confusion the 
great enemy of God. But, in order to 
so complete a victory, the deliverance 
may for a season be delayed. * For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice that 
it might depart from me.* But the mes- 
senger of Satan did not depart. God would 
get to Himself honour by the patient 
endurance of His servant, — grace replen- 
ishing his resources, and then leaving him 
to resist and struggle on. As far as 
relates to the foiling of the adversary, it 
may be all one whether we have wisdom 
sufficient to escape his temptations, or 
' ^race sufficient* to bear them. But the 
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glory of God is concerned in putting 
the crown on His own work, — in mak- 
ing weakness overcome strength, and in 
supplying such continual reinforcements of 
heavenly succours, as that in every tempt- 
ation we should have a way to escape, 
that we may be able to bear it. 

One other word, in this all-embracing 
promise of the text, should be noted, be- 
cause, in connexion with our deliverance 
from temptation, it seals, and cements, 
and ratifies all that the Apostle has 
spoken. How are we to know that God 
will * not suffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able ? ' How are we to 
know that, in the utmost crisis of danger 
to our souls. He will make us a way to 
escape ? How^ are we to know that 
when the enemy comes in like a flood, 
He will give us the grace of His Holy 
Spirit that we ' may be able to bear it ? * 
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Why, answers the Apostle, by this sure 
token — * God is faithful.' We have no 
other guarantee. We should desire no 
other. For, in this one, is contained a 
pledge that all the perfections of an Infi- 
nite nature are engaged and retained on 
our side. God, the Faithful One, cannot 
deny Himself; and He hath given His 
everlasting troth — to His succours that 
they shall never fail; to His word that it 
standeth sure ; to H is people that * no 
weapon formed against them shall pros- 
' per,' and that * strong in the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus,' they shall beat down 
Satan under their feet. 



LECTURE VI. 

* For in that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted.' — Ifed, ii. i8. 

Without controversy great is the mys- 
tery of our Lord's temptation. That He 
who was essentially and absolutely with- 
out sin, should be capable of being 
solicited by the most hateful and wicked 
suggestions — by mistrusting thoughts of 
the preserving care of God ; by the 
flattering expedients of human policy 
and pride ; by the poor gratifications of 
worldly power or worldly wealth — sur- 
passes comprehension. But have we 
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ever considered what difficulties would 
have presented themselves, . if the fact 
had been otherwise ? What we should 
have said, if we had been told that 
Christ, being human, was never ex- 
posed to temptation at all ? Should we 
not have been ready to object, in such 
case, that we had the ' perfect God,* but 
not the * perfect man ? * that, in regard of 
any power of sympathy with us. He had 
not made full trial of our state ? In 
short, that He could not be ' touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities,' seeing 
He was not only wholly without sin, 
but wholly without those experiences 
of temptation, which could give Him a 
knowledge of what sin is ? 

As a matter of fact, our great Lenten 
commemoration clears up all this ; and 
the words of the Apostle, in our text, 
give a reason for this fact. The blessed 



Saviour went up to the wilderness for 
our sakes. A part of His mission lay 
there. He was fulfilling His discipline 
of obedience there ; was going down 
into all the depths and mysteries of 
man*s being,^ with a view to the supply 
of suitable reliefs, and in order that no 
bitter cup should be put into the hands 
of His brethren, which Himself had not 
tasted first : ' For in that he himself 
hath suffered, being tempted, he is able 
also to succour them that are tempted.' 

The subject of the present lecture 
is ' our Lord's Sympathy with the 
Tempted ' — a merciful qualification for 
which, according to the Apostle, the 
Holy One acquired, by being subjected 
to temptations Himself. 

I. What were our Lord's tempta- 
tions ? These may be considered either 
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as they are common to the lot of man, 
or as they were special to Himself. 
Thus there are some temptations which 
are common to man ; which arise out of 
his state and circumstances in the world, 
— difficulties, crosses, vexations, wrongs, 
this man's slights, and that man's un- 
kindness — all of which may become 
temptations to us. They tend to throw the 
heart off its guard, to provoke to mur- 
muring and discontent, to kindle the fire 
of evil passions ; they set us on crooked 
expedients to get our rights back again, 
and generally incite us to overcome dif- 
ficulties by the use of forbidden means. 

Of such temptations, it will be allowed, 
our Lord had more than a common share. 
From the beginning of His public ministry 
to the end of it, He was poor, despised, 
wronged, persecuted. His claims were 
disowned ; His motives were impugned ; 
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His character was calumniated ; His words 
were wrested to a dishonest meaning, and 
His miracles attributed to the agency of 
Satan. And all these were real tempta- 
tions to the H oly Saviour. H e H imself so 
describes them : * Ye are they which have 
continued with me in my temptations/ He 
says to His disciples, — they having been 
partakers with Him of that baptism of 
suffering, under pressure of which, it 
was the hope of Satan that the steadfast- 
ness of the Incarnation might give way. 
And other temptations our Lord had 
which were sore trials to His spirit; as 
when His brethren. His kinsmen after 
the flesh, could not be persuaded to 
believe on Him ; or when disciples, on 
hearing some of His hard sayings, went 
back, and followed no more after Him ; 
or when, of His chosen band, one de- 
nied, another betrayed, while all the 



rest * forsook Him and fled/ What a 
grief to the sensitiveness of that holy 
mind must have been the carnal am- 
bitions of the sons of Zebedee ; the 
half-reproaching unbelief of Mary and 
Martha; the miserable self-seeking of 
the multitudes who followed Him about 
for the sake of His miracles ; the drow- 
siness of Peter, and James, and John, 
on the awful night of His betrayal. 
Think of the tears which fell from Him 
as He saw Jerusalem's desolation near 
at hand ; of the drops which stood on 
His agonized brow at Gethsemane; or 
of the cries which went up from Him as 
H e seemed to be forsaken of God upon 
the cross : — all as if to qualify Him, for 
being * afflicted in all our afflictions,' and 
that He might be ' tempted in all points 
like as we are/ 

Still, not to temptation, in the sense 
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of suffering affliction, are we to limit 
the expression of the Apostle in our 
text. His language is evidently meant 
to include that particular form of tempt- 
ation, where the mind is directly solicited 
to the commission of some act of evil, 
on the plea or hope of some compen- 
sating tangible good. Hence, it is just 
at this point we see the necessity of 
Christ being * tempted of the devil ;'— 
the necessity, that is, in order to his 
estate of humiliation being complete. 
For, from within, Christ could not be 
tempted, not having in Himself any of 
those pre-disposing tendencies to evil, 
without which, as before argued, no 
temptation to sin can take effect. That 
which, to us, gives external temptations 
their force, is that they find something 
within ourselves to meet them — such as 
the covetous heart in Balaam, hankering 
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after the rewards of divination, or the 
selfish greed in Gehazi, eager to possess 
the proffered gifts of Naaman. But, in 
the pure soul of the Saviour, temptation 
of itself could find nothing to fasten on ; 
no aptitude, no evil bias, no leverage 
for the application of his malignant 
forces. ' In him was no sin/ In order, 
therefore, that the case of our Lord 
should be parallel to ours, — in order to 
bring Him more nearly to our level, — it 
was necessary that He should be placed, 
as we are sometimes placed, that is, 
under circumstances of overpowering- 
distress and difficulty ; brought into close 
contact with the arch-power of evil, 
who, having us at this disadvantage, is 
left to do his worst. 

And these conditions are satisfied in 
the great mystery of the wilderness ; in 
the encounter which, single-handed, and 
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in a time of much weakness, our Lord 
maintained with the prince of the power 
of darkness ; in the permission, given to 
Satan, to ply Him with every fell and 
foul suggestion which his own malignant 
invention could devise, or the human 
necessities of the Holy One were cal- 
culated to favour. # 

All this comes to us as a revealed fact 
It is no myth, no allegory, but an actual 
experience of the Incarnation. Jesus was 
' led up of the Spirit into the wilderness ;' 
led to be tempted ; led to a real conflict 
with a wicked spirit ; made to feel how sin 
can address itself to the purest minds, 
— calling up rebellious and impatient 
thoughts.; suggesting base expedients 
and forbidden outlets from trial ; making 
shadows of defilement, to pass over the 
face of the soul, and distressing where 
it is powerless to destroy. 
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Utterly inconceivable by us must have 
been the anguish of this to the holy 
Saviour. We know how afflicting the 
temptation of sinful imaginations has 
sometimes been to ourselves. Without 
consent of the will — nay, with intense 
loathing, and hate, and deep shame — we 
have had objected, before the mind, 
strange visions of evil, hateful sin-pictures, 
thoughts of wickedness which our very 
souls abhor. We have turned away, and 
fled, and fallen down before God, and wept. 
But the spirit kept on foaming and tear- 
ing ; and, of a long time, there came not 
to us either angel to help, or the power 
of the Holy Ghost to expel. Oh ! the 
awful mystery of such odious suggestions, 
assailing, for forty days, the unsoiled 
and unspotted soul of Jesus ; and that 
as an express part of the heavenly per- 
missions, — as much a part of the order- 



ing of the Eternal Spirit as that by which, 
on the cross, He offered Himself without 
spot to God. Mystery, indeed ; but at 
least finding a partial solution in these 
words of the Apostle : * For in that he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he is 
able to succour them that are tempted/ 

n. We come to the second part of 
our subject, or that which, according to 
the Apostle, supposes that our Lord 
acquired an increased power of succour- 
ing us in our temptations, by the very 
fact of His being exposed to temptation 
Himself: — * For in that he himself hath 
suffered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted.* * He 
is able ' — more able, the form of the ex- 
pression implies, than, without such ex- 
periences, He would have been. What is 
the newly-acquired power here spoken of? 



We answer, first, it must be the 
power of greater sympathy ; a gracious 
enlargedness of heart, consequent upon 
His own experience of the bitterness of 
temptation ; a fellow-feeling with the in- 
firmities of His brethren, of such mys- 
terious intenseness, that the heart of 
the Holy One welled up with com- 
passionate yearnings for our race, such 
as it had not known before. Of course 
the. ability of Christ to succour us, in 
the sense of power to assist or work for 
us, must be the same, whether before 
His temptation or afterwards. What 
the Apostle especially means by saying 
* He is able to succour' us, is that, by 
reason of His own temptation. He is 
more disposed, and ready, and anxious to 
succour ; that having had experience of 
the misery, and suffering, and mental 
anoTjish, which the tempted soul has to 
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go through, under the assaults of the 
evil one, the Incarnation has, so to 
speak, become yet more Incarnate. 
Christ is made very Man of very man, 
' in all things like unto His brethren/ 
And, surely, we must all appreciate the 
comfort of this thought. The infinite 
remove at which the Divine Being is 
placed from us, by the greatness of His 
perfections, might well make us fear 
that He could never entirely and tho- 
roughly enter into the moral struggles 
and difficulties of our race. The fear 
may be a groundless one. But yet, in 
being Himself subject to temptation, 
our condescending Saviour has taken it 
away. And- as we follow Him to the 
wilderness, we see how He, who shall 
judge us at the last day, was exposed 
to hardships like as we are, solicited 
with hard thoughts like as we are. 
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tempted to base proposals like as we 
are, and therefore knows what strength 
is needed to sustain us in the conflict, 
and the moment at which help must 
come, if we are to be delivered from the 
enemy's hand : * For in that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able 
to succour them that are tempted/ 

ii. But besides the greater power of 
sympathy in our divine Lord, acquired 
by His experience of temptation, we 
would not exclude from the Apostle's 
meaning the necessity of such experience, 
in order to the perfectness of His mediae 
Hon. In the second chapter of this 
Epistle, it is declared, that the * tasting of 
death for every man* by Christ, was 
necessary in order to make * the Captain 
of their salvation perfect through suffer- 
ing ;' and in the fifth chapter it is written, 
* Who, though he were a Son, yet learned 
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he obedience by the things that he 
suffered/ Mysterious passages both, — 
as all passages relating to the joint-action 
of the divine and the human natures in 
our Lord must be ; yet both plainly 
affirming th^s, that ' by the things which 
he suffered,' Christ did acquire some- 
thing, learn something, become more 
perfect in something, which, in virtue of 
His proper Godhead, He had not, and per- 
haps could not, have attained to. By tast- 
ing of death, Christ had a more perfect 
knowledge of the suffering of death ; and 
by actual participation of temptation. He 
had a more perfect knowledge of the 
misery of temptation. Of course, in 
virtue of His divine nature, our Lord 
must have had a boundless understand- 
ing of the great mystery of evil ; and yet 
this no way forbids that, by being tempted, 
he should attain to a deeper practical 
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acquaintance with its subtleties, and a 
more profound, because experimental 
conviction of the grace that was needed, 
in order to a soul, tempted with evil, 
being able to make head against its fierce 

malignity and power. 

Christ then, we say, is able to succour, 
not only by the finer edge given to His 
sympathy with the tempted by His per- 
sonal experience, but by the profounder 
insight He has acquired thereby into the 
nature of temptation itself. By being 
brought face to face with the extremes of 
suffering and hunger ; by experience of the 
mental distress of evil suggestions even 
when there is no danger of yielding to 
them ; by familiarity with our nature's 
feebleness, wishing to be saved from its 
hour of trial, and fainting at the sight of 
the cup and the cross, — He came to know, 
in such a manner, as it is hardly conceiv- 
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able by us His higher nature could know, 
what is in man, and what, under stress 
of temptation, it is which man needs ; 
* For in that He Himself hath suffered, 
being tempted. He is able to succour 
them that are tempted.' 

* Is able,' — both now and for ever able, 
seeing that, in the heaven of heavens, 
he brings to bear on His work for us, all 
the memories and experiences of His 
earthly state. Remembering the assaults 
of the wilderness, He is touched at our 
distress, when Satan is suggesting to us 
hateful and blaspheming thoughts. Re- 
membering His garden agony, He thinks 
of what His people's dejection must be, 
when, cast down by some crushing grief, 
some darkly-overshadowing sorrow, they 
go back to their closet again and again — 
unable to pray ; their souls exceeding 
sorrowful ; and, like Himself, a first 



time, and a second, and a third, saying* 
the same words. Aye, remembering the 
dark hour of His own desertion also, 
will He not sympathize with those who 
are under a spiritual cloud — with those 
who feel the waves and billows of 
heaven's wrath going over them ; with 
those who think the light of the Divine 
countenance has gone in, never to shine 
forth again ? Yes, for all these will He 
feel, and to all these will He bring pre- 
sent succour. Jehovah will hear the 
intercessions of *the man that is His 
fellow : * and the great heart in heaven 
will throb again for infirmities which 
were once its own. * O merciful Sa- 
viour, BY THE MYSTERY OF THY HoLY 
I^XARNATI0N ; BY THY HoLY NATIVITY 

AND Circumcision ; by thy Baptism, 
Fasting, and Temptation, evermore 
DELIVER us. Amen' 
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